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The Wayne County tobacco crop is rated fair to good with all acreage in need of rainfall and a 

reduction in daytime temperatures.  Conditions have already led to burning of down stalk 

tobacco, resulting in a significant decrease in yield and quality of that bottom stalk position.  

Tobacco that is approaching or at topping is most vulnerable to a yield reduction due to 

unfavorable conditions.  If adequate rainfall is received in the coming days, the crop will show a 

positive growth response.   

Below are some of the common issues I have seen so far this year: 

Potassium Deficiency: 

Potassium deficiency is characterized by burning leaf tips and margins on mid-stalk leaves 

(primarily cutters).  This deficiency is most common on deep, sandy soils that have low nutrient 

holding capability.  It is common to see potassium deficiency under extreme weather conditions 

since potassium must be in soil solution for adequate uptake.  If little soil moisture is present, 

then mobility of potassium to the root zone is prohibited.  With improved conditions and 

additional root growth into new areas of the soil, the deficiency should be corrected.  Additional 

potassium should be applied if soil indexes indicate low levels of potassium.   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Calcium Deficiency: 

Calcium deficiency is characterized by pointed leaf tips, downward cupping, and/or hooded 

leaves in the newer, most immature leaves.  It is somewhat common to see calcium deficiency 

show up between layby and topping due to rapid plant growth.  Calcium deficiency is often not 

because of a nutrient deficiency in the soil, but because of a decrease in additional root growth.  

Once the plant is physically topped, then additional root growth is stimulated, resulting in the 

additional uptake of calcium.   

An average of 50 pounds of calcium is required for a normal tobacco crop. We receive enough 

calcium in the form of agricultural lime. If we keep our pH at adequate levels for tobacco 

production (5.8-6.0), then calcium deficiency should be of no concern.  Foliar calcium 

applications provide no benefit since calcium must be taken up by the root system.  In all NCSU 

trials, we have never seen an increase in calcium content from a foliar application of calcium.  

We simply can not get enough calcium through the foliage to correct a deficiency.   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stink Bug Damage: 

Stink bugs are considered minor pests in tobacco and very rarely require treatment.  If present, 

stink bugs will feed on the mid rib of upper stalk tobacco leaves, causing them to wilt due to 

restricted flow of water and nutrients.  Over time, the damaged leaf will scald under hot, dry 

conditions.  Due to little concern over previous years, there is no standard economic threshold 

for stink bugs in flue cured tobacco that I am aware of.  However, this year high populations of 

stink bugs (1-3 per plant on average, some cases 5 or more per plant) have been observed in 

select fields in Wayne County, resulting in treatment.  Certain insecticides labeled in flue cured 

tobacco have activity on stink bugs.   

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Granville Wilt: 

Isolated cases of Granville Wilt showed up early this season (prior to layby in some cases).  This 

was in part due to that fact that adequate soil moisture and high temperatures were present to 

allow the soil bacterium to develop.  From a visual standpoint, the disease can easily be 

identified due to plant wilting on one side.  As the growing season progresses, the entire plant 

will wilt and die.  Once Granville Wilt is confirmed, it is imperative that you disturb the soil as 

little as possible since movement of contaminated soil will aid in the spread of the disease.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sucker Control Management 

Our biggest pest by far in flue cured tobacco is suckers.  Effective and timely sucker control is 

essential to producing high yielding tobacco since our ultimate goal is to produce leaf, not seed.  

I would like to see growers apply contact early rather than late since smaller suckers are a lot 

easier to kill by the drying action of the solution. The first contact application should chemically 

top up to 10 percent of the tobacco plants.  If this occurs, then you know the concentration and 

timing of application was correct.  If you see some burn, then this also is an indication that the 

concentration was correct.       

The first contact application should result in a 4 percent solution.  For most contact materials, 

this will equate to 2 gallons of product in 48 gallons of water.  Additional contact applications 

should result in a 5 percent solution.  Once you decide to spray, make sure plants are dry.  Rain 

or heavy dew will dilute the contact material resulting in unacceptable control.   

Once the upper leaves of the plant reach 12 to 14 inches, then it is acceptable to apply systemics.   


